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Foreword
The papers forming this special issue describe some of the results presented at the
1st International Conference on “FUN with Algorithms”, held on the Island of Elba on
the occasion of Prof. Fabrizio Luccio’s 60th birthday.
The title of the conference re0ects the main lesson learned from Prof. Luccio, that
doing serious research can and should be a truly enjoyable experience. The spirit of the
lesson, of the conference, and of this special issue is best exempli3ed by the following
quotes:
Indeed pleasure has probably been the main goal all along. But I hesitate to
admit it, because computer scientists want to maintain their image as hard-working
individuals who deserve high salaries. Sooner or later society will realise that
certain kinds of hard work are in fact admirable even though they are more fun
than just about anything else. (D.E. Knuth).
No one should ever be bored... and I have always had plenty of leisure for
the researchers that have been the one great permanent happiness of my life
(G.H. Hardy).
Ogni sano intelletto sarebbe in fastidio non ragionando di altri chasi che di mer-
chantia, onde nello stesso presente capitolo intendo mostrare alchuno chaso di
dilecto e quali sono posti sopra i numeri... alchuno chaso di dilecto accio’ che
l’animo sia alquanto placato’ [Any healthy intellect would be bothered if it was
to reason solely for business, hence I intend to show in this chapter situations
to have fun with numbers ... situations of fun so that the soul may be content]
(P.M. Calandri).
This lesson has a particular place in all aspects of design and analysis of algorithms
and data structures, the 3eld in which Prof. Luccio taught many young researchers the
rudiments, the principles, and the fun of scienti3c research.
All the papers included in this special issue provided amusing, witty but nonetheless
original and scienti3cally profound contributions to the area. In addition to the con-
tributed papers, the issue also contains the revised versions of the invited papers by
David Peleg and by Fabrizio Luccio.
We are con3dent that, in addition to the scienti3c contributions, this issue will convey
to the reader also some of the “dilecto accio’ che l’animo sia alquanto placato.”
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In conclusion, we would like to express our gratitude to Prof. Maurice Nivat, Editor-
in-Chief of TCS, for his support of this special issue. We would also like to express
our sincere thanks to all referees for their prompt and thorough reviews.
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